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DUTIES AMENDMENT (ADDITIONAL DUTY FOR FOREIGN PERSONS) BILL 2018 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.28 pm]: I rise briefly to draw members’ attention to the notice 
of motion given by me earlier today about an amendment that I propose to make to the Duties Amendment 
(Additional Duty for Foreign Persons) Bill 2018. I want to outline a couple of matters to the house to draw 
members’ attention and anticipation to the issuing of the weekly bulletin tomorrow, when I am sure we will learn 
what business we will be dealing with in this place next week. I want to point out a couple of things. Obviously, 
the bill is designed to raise some additional revenue through an additional duty on foreign persons. In that respect, 
the government has announced that this measure will deal principally with a freeze in TAFE fees, which was the 
policy the government took to the election, albeit with an additional four per cent duty on foreign persons. I want 
to draw the attention of members to a comparison between the 2017–18 and 2018–19 budgets. Treasury estimated 
that $73 million in revenue would be raised under a four per cent model. Under a seven per cent surcharge, the 
amount would be some $123 million, so there is an additional contribution of $50 million in revenue across the 
budget year and the forward estimates just between those two budget decisions. In question time today I asked the 
minister representing the Treasurer how much of the $123 million the government will receive in revenue with the 
passage of this bill will be used to fulfil the government’s commitment to freeze TAFE fees across the budget year 
and the forward estimates. We learnt through the answer to that question that that number was $23 million across 
the four years. By my calculation, that leaves a $100 million surplus in funding from the government’s original intent. 

We had a good debate today on education and, in particular, regional education in Western Australia. In doing so, 
I think there was broad support for the notion that many of the funding reductions to education services, and 
particularly regional education services, were something to which this Parliament should turn its mind. The 
amendment of which I gave notice this morning and which we will debate more fully in coming weeks and months 
will give effect to what I believe is the intent of many members and parties in this place—that is, the full reversal 
of the education cuts announced by the Minister for Education and Training on 13 December 2017 and partially 
reversed on 11 January 2018, which, according to the minister’s own media statement, amount to a figure of 
$41 million. Obviously, a $100 million surplus from this measure to the government after it freezes TAFE fees 
will, in my view, give it plenty of scope to fully reverse the education cuts made on 13 December 2017 that largely 
affect the delivery of regional education. I invite members to consider the amendment that will be on the notice 
paper. I intend to engage with many of you over this short break and into next week, should we be debating this 
bill when we return on Tuesday. 
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